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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM: JAN RAZNIEWSKI 
REF WARSAW 2431 

1 . ACTING ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM WARSAW, POLISH FIRST 
SECRETARY DUCHOWSKI CALLED ON POLISH DESK OFFICER ON APRIL 
16 TO DISCUSS ASYLUM REQUEST BY DR. JAN RAZNIEWSKI. 

DUCHOWSKI MADE PRESENTATION SIMILAR TO THAT OUTLINED IN 
REFTEL. HE EMPHASIZED THAT GOP DISPUTED RAZNIEWSKI'S CLAIM 
TO REFUGEE STATUS. HE ALSO PROTESTED IN LOW-KEY MANNER 
THE BEHAVIOR OF INS OFFICIALS IN THIS CASE AND COMPLAINED 
THAT POLISH OFFICIALS HAVE NOT YET HAD OPPORTUNITY TO 
COMMUNICATE WITH HIM. DUCHOWSKI ALSO REFERRED TO "POSSIBLE 
DIFFICULTIES" IN PROCESSING ANY FUTURE APPLICATIONS FOR 

EXIT DOCUMENTATION BY THE WIFE AND CHILD. 

2. WE ASKED DUCHOWSKI TO ELABORATE ON COMPLAINT ABOUT 
INS HANDLING OF CASE. HE SAID HE DID NOT KNOW THE DETAILS 
BUT WAS UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT INS OFFICERS MAY HAVE 
HELPED RAZNIEWSKI LEAVE THE HOTEL. WE POINTED OUT THAT 
THIS DID NOT SEEM ADEQUATE GROUNDS FOR PROTEST. DUCHOWSKI 
HAD NO COMMENT. 

3. WE TOLD HIM THAT WE WOULD PASS ON ABOVE INFORMATION 
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U.S. LAW INS WOULD HAVE FINAL SAY ON RAZNIEWSKI'S APPLI- 
CATION FOR REFUGEE STATUS. THE DEPARTMENT WOULD SUBMIT 
ITS RECOMMENDATIONS AT THE PROPER TIME. WE ALSO SAID 
THAT WE WOULD INFORM RAZNIEWSKI OF POLISH EMBASSY'S 
DESIRE TO MEET WITH HIM BUT STRESSED THAT HIS PARTICI- 
PATION WOULD HAVE TO BE VOLUNTARY. DUCHOWSKI SAID HE 
UNDERSTOOD OUR POSITION BUT HOPED, NONETHELESS, THAT 
WE WOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ARRANGE SUCH A MEETING. 

4. AT PRESENT TIME, TOLSTOY FOUNDATION HAS TAKEN ON 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR RAZNIEWSKI’S WELFARE WHILE ASYLUM 
PROCEEDINGS ARE IN PROGRESS. AT DEPARTMENT'S REQUEST 
TOLSTOY OFFICIALS ASKED RAZNIEWSKI WHETHER HE WOULD BE 
WILLING TO MEET WITH POLISH OFFICIALS. RAZNILWSKI 
DECLINED. 

5. WE SHARE EMBASSY’S CONCERN ABOUT CONSIDERATIONS 
MENTIONED IN PARA 7 OF REFTEL. WE WILL DO WHAT WE CAN 
TO ARRANGE A MEETING. WE SUSPECT, HOWEVER, THAT 
RAZNIEWSKI WILL DEFER A FACE-TO-FACE CONFRONTATION 
UNTIL HE HAS A BETTER IDEA WHETHER HE WILL BE GRANTED 
ASYLUM HERE. 

ROBINSON 
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